Dear MAFL Fund Contributors and Interested Bystanders,
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MAFL Fund

Simply surgical. One bet, one win, and the share price nudges up 3.1c to $1.2760 ($1.1474 ex SSD) as the Crows get home for us for the second week running, making their net contribution to the Fund this season 13.0c from 3 wins and 0 losses.
Though hindsight’s never blurry, I’d have to say that the Adelaide bet looked good all week to me and I’m still puzzled as to why the Crows started slight underdogs, notwithstanding Freo’s previously stellar form.
Actually, based on the experience of the last 5 or 6 seasons, I shouldn’t have been too surprised. The finals, it seems, bring out swags of once-a-year bettors who bet with their hearts and not their brains and end up backing in teams and distorting the market so much that value bets crop up at regular intervals. Under these circumstances, the Model, hawk-like (the bird, not the finals-missing footy team), should spot these opportunities and bring financial success and glory to we, the more cerebral punters. Or so goes the theory …
Model Tipping

All four favourites lost this weekend (though I’d argue that Adelaide’s underdog status was borderline irrational), making for an extremely challenging weekend’s tipping. The Model managed just 1 from 4.
Here’s the detail:
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During the regular season, 88% of teams who led at three-quarter time went on to win. But, as you’ll recall, teams have needed to lead by at least two clear goals in order to feel truly safe. As it turned our, neither the Saints’ 9-point lead nor Freo’s 4-point lead proved sufficient. (Oddly though, Sydney’s 3-point lead was sufficient).
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I’ve been loathe to make the call earlier in the season, but the evidence is mounting that ‘The Curse’ is real. What ‘Curse’, you ask? Well, of all those teams that the Model has tipped to win by between 6 and 17 points, only 30 have won, while 41 (or almost 60%) have lost. Three of those 41 were victims in the weekend just past.
Allow me to drift into probability theory here for just a sec: this result – 30 from 71 – is so bad that, had the Model simply tossed a coin to pick a winner for these 71 matches, the odds of it faring this poorly or worse are in excess of 15/2. That’s not incontrovertible evidence, your Honour, but it should surely be worth at least a disapproving sneer in the general direction of the defendant if I may be so bold.
Being tipped to win by 18 points or more by the Model, however, once again proved a blessing, as the Crows found this weekend, becoming the eleventh team in a row to win when tipped by such a victory margin. In contrast with the Model’s abysmal performance with teams tipped to win by between 6 and 17 points, the Model’s record with teams tipped to win by 18 points or more is so good that the chance of replicating it (or doing better) with coin tosses is less than 1 in 55 million. (Since you asked, the result for teams tipped by 1 to 5 points would only be replicated or bettered with coin tosses about 1 time in 33. You’re welcome.). 
In fact, had you caught on to The Curse early enough and tipped with the Model when the accompanying victory margin tip was 1 to 5, or 18 or more points, and against the Model when the accompanying victory margin tip was between 6 and 17 points inclusive, you’d have bagged 118 correct tips for the regular season, enough to win many of the local tipping comps. (Which, on reflection, probably qualifies as this week’s piece of useless trivia). 
As usual, please let me know if you want to buy into or sell out of the Fund by Wednesday 5pm.
‘Til Thursday,

Tony
